A BRIDE AND HER DOWRY

unmarried, an unthinkable state of affairs in polygamous
Arabia, and Bin Aksit, her father, was twitted by the rest
of his companions on the march for his selfishness.

'Why not give her to the Sahib?5 they would say
mockingly, 'he's young and strong, and look at his dollars,
why, you could buy all the camels in Rub' al Khali.'
And behind his back they would accuse him of miserli-
ness for he was passing rich in the possession of fifteen
camels, and as he had no close male relatives, the daughter
would inherit his all, which made her doubly attractive in
their sight.

'How much do you want for her?' I asked him one day
in the dispassionate way which a Badu would tolerate
from the lips of a man not like himself.

'Three camels,'1 he said. 'Why, the daughter of *Ali
brought her father three, and who can compare 'All's
daughter with mine ? All know she is worth it, but no one
has offered me more than two, so I will not agree and she is
content to stay with me.'

1 This marriage price would go entirely to the father. With Bait Kathir
in the mountains the marriage-price of a virgin bride may vary between
twenty dollars and three hundred dollars, according to her family, face and
fortune, but a half only goes to her father, the remainder being divided
between the other near relatives. I have met a case of a two-hundred-dollar
bride (which places her high in the scale of social values) where the division
was as follows: father (half), one hundred dollars; brother, thirty, mother,
twenty; sister, nothing; paternal uncle, twenty; maternal uncle, ten; paternal
aunt, five; maternal aunt, four; paternal grandfather, four; paternal grand-
mother, three; byes, i.e. unaccounted for, four.

A widow or divorced woman on remarrying would herself get the
marriage-price.

In Oman the bridegroom pays half the marriage price in advance to the
father, and the remaining half after marriage by slow instalments. In
theory it goes to the bride for her jewels, bedding and personal adornments.